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Abstract: A 60-year-old female came to our OPD for pain and diminition of vision in her right eye for the past two months.
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Ophthalmic images:

A 60-year-old female came to our OPD for pain and diminition of vision in
her right eye for the past two months. Her best corrected visual aquity was
6/60 in the right eye and 6/9 in the left eye. She was a known case of
lepromatous leprosy and was on treatment for the past five months from the
Department of dermatology. Slit lamp examination of the right eye revealed
1+ cells in the anterior chamber, ectropion uvea plus yellow-white pinhead

sized lesions resembling beads i.e 'iris pearls' around the pupillary area
(Figurel and 1a) along with posterior subcapsular cataract. Fundus of the
right eye could not be seen because of cataract and her B scan was normal.
The only significant findings in her left eye were an immature senile cataract.
She was started on topical steroids plus cycloplegics and was on a regular
followup.
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Figure 1

Figure 1a

The involvement of eye is seen more commonly in lepromatous leprosy form
of the disease. [1] Iris pearls are pathognomonic findings of lepromatous
leprosy and are a diagnostic uveal manifestation. They usually resemble a
necklace or the beads of a rosary. [2] These are around 0.3 to 1.0 mm in
diameter, dull yellow in colour, asymptomatic, and are mostly found around
pupillary margins. These bacilli are likely to get lodged in the anterior
segment of the eye, as this is the coolest part of the eye. It particularly
involves the uveal tissue due to high vascularity of the area. [3] Infectious

uveitis is an uncommon cause of iris nodules. Most cases of uveitis with iris
nodules can be attributed to diseases such as sarcoidosis, VVogt-Koyanagi-
Harada syndrome, multiple sclerosis, Fuchs heterochromic iridocyclitis and
sarcoidosis. [4]

Source of Support-None

The paper being submitted has not been published,simultaneously
submitted,or already accepted for publication elsewhere.



Orthopaedics Case Reports

Conflicts of Interest:
The authors declare that they have no competing interest.

Financial Disclosure(s):

The authors have no proprietary or commercial interest in any material
discussed in this article.

References:
1. Ffytche TJ. (1981). Role of iris changes as a cause of blindness

Page 3 of 3

in lepromatous leprosy. Br J Ophthalmol, 65(4):231-239.
Ahluwalia NS, Choudhary P, Shakya R, Revankar A. (2022).
Unmasking Hansen’s disease through an ophthalmologist’s eye.
Indian J Ophthalmol 70:2671-2673.

Thool A, Mehta K. (2021). Typical iris pearls in lepromatous
leprosy. J Evolution Med Dent Sci, 10(03):167-169.

Myers TD, Smith JR, Lauer AK, Rosenbaum JT. (2002). Iris
nodules associated with infectious uveitis. Br J Ophthalmol,
86:969-974.


https://bjo.bmj.com/content/65/4/231.short
https://bjo.bmj.com/content/65/4/231.short
https://journals.lww.com/ijo/Fulltext/2022/07000/Unmasking_Hansen_s_disease_through_an.105.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/ijo/Fulltext/2022/07000/Unmasking_Hansen_s_disease_through_an.105.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/ijo/Fulltext/2022/07000/Unmasking_Hansen_s_disease_through_an.105.aspx
https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%7CA650499667&sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess=abs&issn=22784748&p=AONE&sw=w
https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?id=GALE%7CA650499667&sid=googleScholar&v=2.1&it=r&linkaccess=abs&issn=22784748&p=AONE&sw=w
https://bjo.bmj.com/content/86/9/969.short
https://bjo.bmj.com/content/86/9/969.short
https://bjo.bmj.com/content/86/9/969.short

Orthopaedics Case Reports

£ ) ClinicSearch

Page 4 of 3

Ready to submit your research? Choose ClinicSearch and benefit from:

v

fast, convenient online submission
rigorous peer review by experienced research in your field

v

>  rapid publication on acceptance

> authors retain copyrights

> unique DOI for all articles

> immediate, unrestricted online access

At ClinicSearch, research is always in progress.

Learn more https://clinicsearchonline.org/journals/clinical-research-and-
clinical-reports

© The Author(s) 2023. Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as
you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons licence,
and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this article are included in the article’s
Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the
article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the
permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/. The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication waiver
(http://creativeco mmons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/) applies to the data made available in this article, unless
otherwise stated in a credit line to the data.


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://clinicsearchonline.org/journals/clinical-research-and-clinical-reports
https://clinicsearchonline.org/journals/clinical-research-and-clinical-reports

